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I. PRAYER 
 

II.  INTRODUCTION 
a. Earlier this week, I saw this video 

on Facebook…(viral) 
i. It was of this older gentleman 

standing outside at the window of 
what I assume as some sort of 
assisted living/care facility for people 
struggling with Alzheimer’s or 
dementia.  

• His wife was on the other side of the 
window, sitting in a wheelchair, and staring 
blankly out the window. 
1. It was clear that she was in very 

advanced stages of Alzeimer’s or 
something related.  

• And this man was just trying to tell his wife 
through the window how much he loved 
and adored her.  
1. And he started to sing to her… 
2. You are my sunshine…my only sunshine… 

ii. And it was such a vivid picture of the 
brokenness in our world… 

• First of all, just thinking about the reality of 
Alzheimer’s and other diseases that eat 
away at our bodies.  
1. And how they slowly take away loved 

ones from us.  
• I’ll never forget praying over my friend, 

Alex, as he was slipping away from brain 
cancer with his wife and baby next to him.  
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• I’ll never forget the last words my 
grandmother said to me… 
1. She was in the hospital. I went in to see 

her and when she looked at me she got 
real stern, thought I was her daughter 
Lisa (my aunt), and told me to clean my 
room.  

2. It was an eerie experience.  
• Some of you have loved ones in that place 

right now. Barely holding on to life. Slipping 
away. 

iii. And on top of all that, we have 
COVID-19. 

• A virus that is making people sick and 
killing many all over the world.  

• A virus that has shut the world down.  
1. So, that guy in that video couldn’t be 

with his wife, hold her hand, stroke her 
hair, and sing to her. He had to sing 
through a window! 

• Many of you can’t be with some loved ones 
who are sick because of COVID-19.  

• But also, we think about the economic 
damage done by this virus.  
1. The millions of people out of work, 

millions of people who have food 
insecurity, the kids stuck in abusive 
situations, the foster care system has 
grinded to a halt, people with special 
needs without access to care, etc… 

iv. No one needs to be convinced that we 
live in hard and broken world… 

• Where really bad, evil, and heartbreaking 
things occur.  
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v. And as sad as that video was, there 
was something redemptive about it.  

• There was something endearing about this 
man, in the midst of all that is sad, doing 
everything he can to bring joy to his wife… 

• A glimpse that evil and brokenness won’t 
have the final say… 

b. This morning, I want to ask and 
answer the question: 

i. If God is good, then why do bad 
things happen? 

• If there is a God, and He is all powerful, and 
He is good, why do things like Alzheimer’s 
and cancer, and COVID-19 and abuse and 
war happen? 

• I mean, if any of us had the supernatural 
power to make everything in the world 
right, we would do it in a snap of our finger 
right? 

• And so, there are all of these Christians who 
make the claim that there is a God and He 
has this kind of power and that this God is 
good…yet, bad things keep happening in 
the world? 

• Am I really supposed to believe in this God? 
ii. This is a great question and one that 

people and theologians and 
philosophers have been wrestling with 
for the entirety of our existence as a 
human race. 

• And this might be the reason why you 
struggle believing in God or refuse to 
believe in God.  

• And my prayer this morning as we think 
about this question, is that you would 
reconsider faith in God this morning.  
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III. THE BINARY PROBLEM AND THE 
THIRD WAY 
a. So, let’s think about this question – 

I want to come at it with two 
presuppositions.  

i. The first is obvious and that is that evil 
exists and bad things happen.  

• We don’t have to go any further than our 
own personal experience in this world to 
prove that.  

ii. The second presupposition is that 
there is a God who created us.  

• For this morning, I don’t have time to begin 
answering this question by proving the 
existence of God first.  

• Plus, Nick Jones, tackled that question in 
Week Two of our Reconsider Sermon 
Series.  
1. He asked: Are we as humans just 

material beings or were we created for a 
higher purpose.  

2. I encourage you to go listen to that on 
our Facebook Page, YouTube Channel, 
or our Podcast.  

iii. So, we know bad things happen and 
we know that there is a God who 
created us. With those two pieces of 
information, we usually can come up 
with two logical conclusions.  

• #1 - If God is sovereign… 
1. Sovereign – in control of all things, all-

powerful, able to supernaturally exert 
His will upon us.  
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2. If God is sovereign, then given our 
experience with bad things happening in 
the world, we must logically conclude 
that God is, therefore, NOT GOOD. 

• #2 – If God is in fact good, then given our 
experience with bad things happening in 
the world, we must logically conclude that 
God is, therefore, NOT SOVEREIGN. 

iv. God is either sovereign, and not good 
because bad things happen. Or God is 
good, but not sovereign, because bad 
things happen. 

• And the reality is, that if God is good yet 
not sovereign, then God is worthless and 
not worth devoting any of our time or 
worship to.  

• And if God is sovereign and not good, then 
God is evil and a bully definitely not worth 
giving our allegiance to him. 

v. But I believe the Bible presents a third 
way.  

• Where God is indeed supremely good and 
also God is indeed completely sovereign 
over all creation.  

• And if God is good and sovereign at the 
same time, given our experience with bad 
things happening in the world, it must 
mean, then, that God is redemptive.  

vi. And I believe that the Bible shows us 
that this is better. 

• So, we are going to study a passage 
together this morning from Paul’s letter to 
the Romans. 
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• And in this passage, we are going to learn 
about God’s relationship to the creation and 
how God uses His sovereignty for the good 
of all of creation. 

• So, we are going to be in Romans 8 and 
here are the three points that we will be 
getting from Romans 8: 
1. Why do Bad Things Happen in Creation? 
2. What is God Doing About It? 
3. How Does that Help Me Today? 

 

IV. WHY DO BAD THINGS HAPPEN IN 
CREATION – ROMANS 8:18-21 
a. So, when we think about the 

question that we’re tackling this 
morning – why a good God would 
allow bad things to happen – that 
questions comes with the 
presupposition that there would be 
no logical reason for an all-
powerful, good God to allow for 
suffering in the world.  

i. But, the Scripture that we just read 
makes it very clear that the suffering 
and the evil that we experience in the 
world is very much temporary and it is 
not normal.  

• In fact, v.18-19 tells us that God does have a 
plan to eliminate all that is bad and evil in 
the world. 
1. And that the glory and the joy of what 

that will be like will be so good that you 
wouldn’t even be able to compare it to 
the suffering that we experience today. 
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2. So, God does plan on using his power 
and sovereignty to rid the world of all 
that is bad.  

3. The suffering of today is very much 
temporary.  

4. And all of creation is longing and 
groaning for that day to come! 

• But it is also very much not normal because 
we just read in v.20-21 that all of creation 
was unwillingly subjected to the suffering 
and evil that plagues it today. 
1. In fact, the Scripture uses the term 

bondage.  
2. That all of creation is in bondage to 

corruption and is eagerly waiting to be 
set free from that.  

ii. So, here is what we know.  
• We know that God did not create the world 

with all of this evil and suffering. 
• But something happened that broke the 

creation and subjected it to all of this evil 
and suffering.  

• And that God is doing something about it 
and says that there will be a day in the 
future where the creation will be set free 
from all of this evil and suffering.  

iii. But today, we are in the midst of that 
brokenness and along with all of 
creation, we long for that day to come 
where God does renew all things and 
sets the creation free from its 
bondage. 

• We are rightfully groaning and asking 
God…when?!? 

• When will you make all things new and 
right again? 
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b. But, the question is, how did the 
creation break like this and why did 
God allow it to happen? 

i. The answer lies in how God created 
humanity.  

• See, if you go to the beginning of the Bible 
in Genesis 1-2, we learn that God created 
humanity for a very specific purpose and he 
created us in a particular way to fulfill that 
purpose.  
1. The Bible says that we were created in 

the image of God and that God had 
given us the task of exercising dominion 
over all creation.  

• To be created in the image of God means 
that God created us to resemble Him and to 
represent Him.  
1. This is why humanity has superior 

abilities over the rest of creation – we 
have the ability to think, reason, 
innovate, and create as well. 

• These are God given abilities given to us 
that we might use them on behalf of God to 
exercise dominion and leadership over the 
rest of creation.  
1. And so, God has delegated to us 

authority and a free will in order to use 
the abilities he has given us as His image 
bearers to rule over all of creation.  

ii. But something went wrong… 
• If you read in Genesis 3, you learn that 

humanity didn’t use their free will, their 
authority, or their abilities to represent 
God… 
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• They decided to reject God and use all 
these things that God has given them to 
represent themselves… 

• And it broke all of creation.  
1. God created humanity to rule over 

creation with gentleness and care. 
2. And we have sinned against God 

instead.  
iii. Think of a time in your life when 

someone was counting on you, but 
you, for selfish reasons, you didn’t 
follow through. 

• It could be as simple as you promised your 
kid you’d play catch with him after work… 
1. But you decide you’d rather relax by 

yourself and watch something on TV. 
2. That decision to do something for 

yourself rather than for the good of 
another causes brokenness.  

• Now expand that on a cosmic scale to all of 
humanity with God’s call upon us to bear 
His image by looking after the creation.  
1. And we said no. We’d rather do our own 

thing.  
2. And it brought evil and brokenness to 

the world.  
• God Himself, according to Romans 8, 

subjected the creation to futility due to our 
sin until He reverses that course.  

iv. And one other thing that we have to 
note about all this is that God didn’t 
create humans to be robots.  

• He created us with the freedom of choice 
and with a free will.  

• And we have all freely decided to work 
against His will and not according to it.  
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V. WHAT IS GOD DOING ABOUT IT? – 
ROMANS 8:22-23 
a. And so, now we have a world that 

is in bondage where bad things 
happen. 

i. And the question now is what is God 
going to do about it.  

• Because it is true that only God can do 
something about this.  
1. Only a God who is good and who is 

sovereign can redeem and renew all of 
creation. 

2. What is His plan? 
3. Because God is not going to just snap 

his finger, turn all of humanity into 
robots, and take over our free will to 
reverse all of this.  

4. He’s going to do something different.  

b. Read v.22-23. 
i. Now first, what Paul says here is that 

all of humanity and all of creation 
groans for all of the evil and the bad in 
the world to be eliminated.  

• This idea of groaning from the pains of 
childbirth is referring to the pain that we 
feel as we experience the suffering of the 
world but also the expectation that is 
embedded deep within all of us of a world 
that is not like this one.  
1. A world that is good.  
2. A world that is new.  
3. A world where there is no suffering.  
4. God has put this on our hearts. 
5. It is because we are made in his image 

that we desire this.  
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6. Your frustration with God that He has 
not renewed everything is actually 
affirming what Romans 8:22 is saying.  

7. We are groaning for this new world and 
it is good and right for us to be anxious 
for the renewal of all things.  

ii. So, what is God doing and what is He 
waiting for? 

c. Well, in v.23, Paul begins to refer to 
God’s people…those who have 
surrendered their lives to Jesus… 

i. And he says that those people are 
waiting for their adoption and the 
redemption of their bodies. 

• What does that mean? 
ii. It means that Jesus is up to something 

before He returns to get rid of all the 
sin and evil.  

• And what He is doing is saving people out 
out of their sin and the suffering of this 
world and building a mass of people whom 
He will invite to live forever in the world 
once He makes all things new.  

iii. The Bible uses the word adoption to 
describe this.  

• We are born orphans. We have earthly 
parents but we are spiritually separated 
from God.  
1. Sinful. Freely choosing to reject God.  

• But God decides that He is going to do 
something about all the bad that happens 
in the world.  

• That He is going to break-in to that world 
and make a way that people can be saved 
out of it! 
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• He is going to send His Son Jesus who will 
die on the cross to pay for the sins of those 
who trust in Him. 
1. He will be raised again from the dead to 

show that He can indeed reverse evil, 
death, and suffering and He does indeed 
have the power to invite you into a 
world where everything is made right.  

• And if you choose to follow Jesus. If you 
choose to confess your sin and your need 
for what Jesus did on the cross. If you 
choose to walk away from your life of sin 
and begin to freely live according to the will 
of God.  
1. Then God will forgive you of all your sins 

(past, present, and future) and He will 
call you His Son, His Daughter.  

2. And you promised eternal life in that 
place where God makes everything 
new…an adopted Son/Daughter. 

3. With a new redeemed body to never 
suffer or face death ever again.  

• But God did not make you a robot. And 
that is why God is not snapping his finger 
and reversing all evil now.  
1. We chose to reject God. 
2. We chose brokenness.  
3. And God will let us have our choice.  
4. But by His grace, He has intervened and 

made a way through Jesus where you 
could be forgiven and saved from this 
world of suffering and promised eternal 
life.  

• You long for that place. Every human does. 
God put it on your heart.  
1. My question for you this morning is will 

you choose Jesus over this world? 
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2. Will you trust in Him this morning and 
and what He did on the cross? 

• The reason that God has decided to not 
send Jesus back right now to judge all of 
those who have still chosen a life of sin and 
redeem all of those who have chosen to 
trust in Jesus is because… 
1. THERE ARE MORE PEOPLE HE WANTS 

TO SAVE! 
2. THERE ARE MORE SONS AND 

DAUGHTERS HE WANTS TO ADOPT! 
• How does a good and sovereign God allow 

suffering in the world… 
1. He is waiting to include more people into 

the world where He makes all things 
new! 

2. So the question is, what are you waiting 
for? 

3. Will you trust in Jesus? 
4. He’s waiting for you. 

• Reach out to us. 

 
VI. HOW DOES THAT HELP ME TODAY? 

– ROMANS 8:24-28 
a. And no matter where you are at 

with Jesus this morning.  
i. Maybe you’re still exploring who He is. 

Maybe you have been following Jesus 
for a long time…and everywhere in 
between.  

• We still have to face and endure the 
brokenness of the world today as we wait 
for God to send Jesus back to renew all 
things.  
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ii. So, while we wait, how does this truth 
help us endure the suffering today? 

• Did you catch what else Paul said about the 
people who have chosen God in v.23? 
1. He said that those people have the first 

fruits of the Spirit. 
• What are first fruits? 

1. The first agricultural produce of a 
season. 

• See, when someone comes to faith in 
Christ, God begins to produce fruit inside of 
them as they wait for the renewal of all 
things.  
1. Fruits of hope in Christ. Joy. Peace. Love 

of others. Contentment.  
2. See, as we wait for Jesus and follow 

Jesus, we develop the capacity not to be 
numb to the hardships of this world, but 
to have hope in the midst of them.  

3. And that hope is a guarantee, it is a first 
fruit, of what is to truly come in the 
future.  

b. Read v.24-28. 
i. There are some of you right now who 

are enduring suffocating hardship.  
• I’m thinking of some of you, right now, and 

your specific situation.  
1. I know the grief and the crisis that you 

are currently trying to navigate.  
• Many of us will face great suffering some 

point in the future.  
1. Who knows, maybe we’re on the 

precipice of a lot of suffering as a nation.  
ii. How do you endure in this hope in this 

life as we wait for God to put an end 
to all the bad and evil? 
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c. Well, in these verses we just read 
Paul encourages towards two 
things: 

i. First, Paul encourages us to trust in 
God’s goodness. And because God is 
good we can be 100% emotionally 
honest with God.  

• When we are suffering, when we are angry, 
when we are bitter, when we are scared, 
when we are anxious, when we are 
confused, God wants us to express and 
emote all of that to Him. 
1. He knows we live in a broken world and 

He wants to give us hope to endure 
because He is good.  

• And so, this means that we do not need to 
be concerned that our prayers are perfectly 
aligned with the will of God.  
1. We don’t need to caveat our prayers to 

ensure we say the right things.  
2. We don’t need to couch our prayers and 

religious jargon to try and sound more 
mature and put together than we really 
are.  

• You want to know why? 
1. Read v.26-27. 
2. The Spirit will intercede for us exactly 

according to the will of God.  
• So, it’s time to be 100% emotionally honest 

with God.  
1. Bring your suffering to Him.  
2. He can handle it. He is good. He is not 

hard. He is not cold.  
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• And as you pray your suffering to God and 
as the Spirit prays on your behalf according 
to the will of God…He will lead you 
according to God’s will for your life. 
1. Read v.28. 

ii. See, Paul also encourages us to trust 
in God’s sovereignty. 

• That God will exercise His sovereignty to 
bring about good in your life as you wait for 
the renewal of all things.  
1. Because remember, in the beginning of 

this sermon, I said that if God is good 
and sovereign at the same time, given 
our experience with bad things 
happening in the world, it must mean, 
then, that God is redemptive.  

2. And what this means is that what God 
does for His children is He takes the bad, 
the suffering, even our own sin, and He is 
able to sovereignly redeem it into 
something good.  

iii. I’ve been a pastor now for about 12 
years.  

• I’ve ministered to a lot of people and 
walked with many people through a lot of 
hard things.  
1. Everything from break-ups to the 

sudden death of a loved one to sitting in 
a hospital room with someone who was 
just told they didn’t have long to live. 

• And what always blows me away is how 
consistent God is in keeping this promise in 
Romans 8:28.  
1. How people will endure with hope 

through hard things and a year, 3 years, 
5 years down the road they’ll look back 
on that hard season.  



 17 

2. And they’ll see the Lord’s hand in it.  
3. They’ll see His faithfulness and how He 

used that suffering to impact their life in 
such a way that they eventually call 
good.  

• I’ve seen marriages that have been 
devastated by infidelity…where God uses 
that devastation to redeem that marriage 
into something better than it was before.  

• I’ve seen God take skills that people have 
learned through illegal activity, save them 
while they were in jail, and then redeem 
those skills to be used for good things.  

• I’ve seen God use infertility in my own 
family to create the scenario where my wife 
and I were able to adopt my daughter, and 
we look back on that hard time and praise 
God for how he works all things together 
for the good. 

iv. And listen, only a God that is good 
and sovereign can make that promise.  

• See, we live our lives in the middle of the 
parade.  
1. We can only see what is immediately 

ahead of us.  
2. We don’t know what is happening in the 

parade behind us or in front of us.  
• But God stands over all of it and can see it 

start to finish.  
1. And as you endure in hope through this 

life waiting for the return of Christ, you 
can trust in the goodness of God as you 
pour your heart out to Him and the 
sovereignty of God as He directs your 
life, even through the hardship and 
suffering.  
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VII. CONCLUSION 
a. So, why does God allow there` to 

be bad in the world? 
i. Because we chose that.  

• And He didn’t create robots.  
ii. But He has given us a choice to join 

Him in making all things new in this 
world because He is good.  

• You can choose to trust in God and follow 
Jesus and allow Him to begin to direct your 
life.  

• Or you can continue to trust in yourself.  
iii. What the Bible is saying this morning, 

is that our choice to trust in ourselves 
is what broke the world in the first 
place.  

• And now we’re all groaning for it all to be 
made new.  

• God is in the middle of doing that and you 
are not a robot. He is not going to hijack 
your mind and heart. 

• So, will you trust in Him? 
iv. He is good and sovereign. He is not 

evil. He is not worthless. He is 
redemptive. And He will make all 
things new.  
 

VIII. PRAY 


