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INTRO 


We are going to be in the book of 1 Corinthians today. Chapter 15. And the title of my sermon 
today is this, If Jesus is Real, Fears Wither and Glorious Work Grows. 


I grew up an anxious kid. I didn’t really know that until I was almost thirty but it was true. I was 
in second grade and I am guessing at school I was learning about something in history 
because I came home and was apparently petrified that I had tuberculosis. I was seven years 
old. 


We were in Ethiopia about 10 years ago and we were so pumped to be in this country because 
it was home to our first child and we were getting to meet him for the first time. It was one of 
the highlights of our entire lives! 


Ezekiel had a double ear infection and was just on the struggle bus. And the nurse who was 
helping at the transition home we were in gave us some antibiotics give to help our little guy. 
With that medicine she gave us some syringes. Now I had now idea that she would give me a 
syringe that had a needle attached to it. So, remember, I am an anxious person - so imagine 
the scene when I opened up the syringe not realizing there was a needle attached and since I 
didn’t expect a needle I opened it pretty rapidly - and to my surprise I ended up stabbing 
myself with this needle that I didn’t know what there. 


So - I did what any anxious person would do - I freaked out. Literally. Irrationally freaked out. 
Like I thought I had just contracted HIV/AIDS…


Ridiculous…I do realize that. But try telling that to me at the time! 


Now - I am sure most of you don’t have the same irrational fears that I have but we do have 
them. 


In fact, this whole past year has been one that has had the whole world in a the grips of fear 
related to a virus and its effects. 


Fear - it’s debilitating. And just like the stories I just shared it kept me from experiencing the 
goodness of the moments I was in. In Ethiopia - I had to work through my fear of contracting a 
disease - and that fear stole moments of joy and opportunity. 


Fear does that. When we are scared and fearful our mind communicates to our body and we 
either become paralyzed or super trepidatious. 


AIM OF OUR TIME TODAY 
As we close out our series, If Jesus Is Real, then fears wither and work grows…because we 
know that everything is going to be OK in the end. 


To some, maybe this sounds a little tone deaf or even naive. 




Like, Evan, what about:


the current social unrest in our country, in our churches? 


What about who is or isn’t the president, etc…? 


What about my terminal cancer? 


What about my boss or coworker who is nasty and causing my turmoil professionally and 
personally? 


What about my dreams, desires, and longings to use the gifts that I’ve been given and hear 
people say I have? 


What about my crippling fear and anxiety, my shame, my apathy? 


What about my marriage that is crumbling? 


What about the desire for a relationship that seems hopeless? 


	 	 	 What about…fill in the blank there are too many to list. 


I hear you. I have similar thoughts and feelings many times.


Last week saw that for transformation to happen in the church that God wants us to focus our 
attention on Him.


Focus, attention, a vision of someone - Jesus - is vital. And just like Scripture calls us to 
attention last week - it is doing the same this week. 


We need to have a vision. We need to see something in order to follow what God wants for us. 


If Jesus is real, picture this...


Read Revelation 21:1–5


The New Heaven and the New Earth


[1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. [4] He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”


[5] And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.


This was written to encourage followers of Jesus. This is written to you and me today to hang 
in there. To be reminded that everything will be OK so we can be set free from fear or 
temptation to not trust God.




See, if Jesus is real, then fears wither and glorious work grows. 


And we are going to see today that the very same idea is being laid out for us in Paul’s letter to 
the church in Corinth, he writes to them to tell them - yes - yes - look ahead at what is to come 
but don’t miss what’s right in front of you. Don’t forget what my resurrection has put into 
motion right now - what does it mean to be my people in this present age as well. 


Today God’s aim for us through His Word is to give us a massive dose of hope and meaning 
now as we remember what is ahead. 


I got a huge amount of mulch delivered to my house. And they came with a dump truck and 
made us move our cars from the driveway so they had enough room for all that mulch. 


They dropped it and it covered a huge part of our driveway. Everyday we see how much there 
is. It’s a mountain that my kids love to climb up right now. 


This is like what’s happening today for us. There is a dump truck coming from God’s Word to 
unload a massive amount of hope on our driveways. A mountain full of hope. Who doesn’t 
need that? 


As we hang out in chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians, we will see that if Jesus is real, and he was 
resurrected, then our lives being resurrected 


SCRIPTURE  
Now let’s look at our text. We will pick up in 1 Cor 15:50-57

Paul has already made his case for the reality of the resurrection. So here’s the first thing we 
need to see where fears wither…


Fears wither for followers of Jesus because: 


I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 
does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  
51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body 
must put on immortality.  
54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:  

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”  
55  “O death, where is your victory?  

O death, where is your sting?”  

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  



Many reports had come to Paul as he was in Ephesus and he was writing to address many 
serious issues. But the last of the issues he wrote about is the most significant and thus he 
waited until the end of his letter to address it and it was regarding the resurrection. There were 
people denying that there is an actual future resurrection of the dead. And people were being 
led astray by this false teaching.


And we know that today, just like in Paul’s time, there are still many who simply do not believe 
in the resurrection of Jesus. 


Perhaps you are one those people here this morning. 


Right off the bat in our text. Paul tells us that the resurrection is what our entrance into heaven 
and God’s presence hinges on. We are the “flesh and blood” mentioned in verse 50. 


And this isn’t really great news for us. See, what he’s saying is that you are a human being and 
you are going to die. That’s what humans do. Hopefully not a shock to anyone in here today. 


And the news gets worse before it gets better. It’s like Paul is almost rubbing it in…he says 

“nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Flesh and blood, you and me,  perishable - 
can’t enter into the kingdom of God. 


So, there is a very serious problem. 


Where is the good news here? We need to jump to verse 57 -


But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory. Victory over what? Sin and death which we see 
in v56. How? Through the Lord Jesus Christ. 


How do you get into the kingdom of God? How do we experience what we read earlier in 
Revelation 21?  


How do you become a follower of Jesus Christ? 


Paul tells us at the beginning of chapter 15. 


Paul says to become a follower of Jesus - what will bring one into the kingdom of God - is the 
gospel - the good news that Jesus died  (v3) for our sins, was buried (v4), and was raised again 
on the third day. 


So you realize you have sinned. You realize and confess you need Jesus to save you / forgive 
you for your sin. And you trust the fact that Jesus died for your sins and was raised again 
defeating sin forever. 


Check it out - v22 - look at Paul’s connection. Flesh and blood - you and me - who will die - 
can what? If we are in Christ…if we have put our faith and trust in Jesus for forgiveness of our 
sins - then we will be made…ALIVE!! 


The resurrection changes everything. Once dead, now alive in Christ because of the 
resurrection and Paul says now that means you get a resurrection body too. 


Now we’re going to see something amazing. We know that because we’re flesh and blood that 
we can’t inherit the kingdom of God. So Paul says this v 51…




Behold! I tell you a mystery. In a moment, in a twinkling of an eye. He’s saying “in an instant” 
everything will change. When the trumpet sounds, The old body that you had. That old, 
decaying, mortal one will be changed - it will be resurrected! 


And like Paul says, the dead will be raised imperishable, 


Then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 

	 “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

	 

I want to slow down right here and really take some time to let these 
words sink in. 


If fears are to wither we must believe that something greater is ahead.  

Do you believe what Paul is telling us? 


- that we are going to have resurrected bodies? 

- that these bodies will be perfect just like Jesus’? 

- and that our greatest joy will be that we will be in the presence of Jesus? 

- With him and in perfect bodies free from sin and its effects forever. 


In an instant we will be free, forever!,  from the sin and suffering that has afflicted our body and 
this world. 


We will be as the psalmist says in Psalm 16:11 in your presence where there is fulness of joy! 


**PANORAMIC PICTURE EXAMPLE** 


- If I were to try and explain to you how magnificent the Grand Canyon using my camera 
phone, I could do it in one or two ways.


- Paul has laid out for you and me a panoramic view of our life right now and into eternity. 

- He’s showing us the end. We will know what to expect and it’s absolutely mind blowing. 

- I want us to try and picture this…


Can you see it, friend? Can you imagine? That there will be: 


No more sickness or disease, 

no broken bones or bodies, 

no more broken relationships, 

no more racism, 

no more murder, 

no more bitterness, 

no more anger, 

no more jealousy, 

no more stealing,

no more pornography,  

no more rape, 

no more adultery, 

no more sexual assault, 

no more lying, 

no more cheating, 

no more backstabbing, 

no more divorce, 




no more sexual immorality, 

no more favoritism, 

no more politics, 

no more hurt, 

no more disabilities physical or mental, 

no anxiety, 

no depression, 

no more abortions, 

no more financial calamities, 

no more strife, 

no more war, 

no more death…


Friends, do you know that day is coming? When…


	 	 “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

	 55 	 “O death, where is your victory? 

	 	 O death, where is your sting?”


This isn’t a cheap attempt at a pep talk.  

This is the truth of God about you and me in Christ for our future.  

Fears can’t help but wither when lived out of this belief.  

I think there is a terrible disease we are all susceptible to. FOMO : Fear Of Missing Out 


We can use this as a hashtag for instagram or facebook and we can even make light of it at 
times. 


But, if we’re honest it can cripple us. Paul knows this and even says if there is no resurrection 
then you better indulge that fear of missing out - eat, drink, be merry cause this is it! 


That’s why this panoramic view of being able to see where we are now and where we are going 
is so important. I want to show ways two ways this plays out based off our text. 


Fears begin to wither when we realize...


1. THAT WE WON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN THIS LIFE IN CHRIST.  

We’re all here today carrying things. Some are heavier than others. 


We can look at our jobs or our relationships and put expectations on them that they will never 
ever be able to handle or come through on…and then we start getting discontent. 


Discontent at its worst is a cancer. I know cause I can struggle with this. It’s easy to put your 
head down and not look up at the stunning vistas ahead. 


We can start looking at our jobs, our dreams, our relationships or the desire for them, and we 
get into this trap and think, 




“ I must be satisfied in what I do or who I’m with.” 

“ I need to be fulfilled by what I do or who I am with”


And then before we even know it we have already started down the path of believing that 
fulfillment and pleasure must be sought after at all costs. If we don’t have this or we don’t have 
that then we are in trouble. We are MISSING OUT! It’s the perfect marketing strategy to play 
on. 


And see look what happens here...FEARS begins to grow.  


But in Christ, FEAR WITHERS and through his resurrection, what we find is that we are actually 
liberated from our expectations to seek to “have it all” or to “fear missing out on something or 
someone”. 


But we must look ahead at this view. Otherwise, we will be prone to compromise God’s 
commands, like sexual purity, or not trusting God or believing that even when He withholds 
things it’s for our ultimate good.


See when we keep our head down and don’t look at what is ahead then the deep fear that you 
will miss out something becomes far too strong for us…and we find ourselves turning to things 
like pornography, or a bad relationship, or taking that risky financial move to try and make up 
for what you don’t have or think you must have right now. 


But in Christ, whatever it is that you don’t experience now - does not mean miss or never 
experience fulness of joy! Even if you don’t get what you long for on this side eternity. In His 
presence you will experience the fulness of joy. Revelation 21:4 says, 


He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away 

God’s Word tells us that we have absolutely everything to look forward to in Christ. You miss 
nothing, brother or sister.


This leads to the second reason we see why this panoramic view of being able to see where 
we are now and where we are going is so important:  


2. Glorious works grow!  

Let’s look at the last verse, 58. Here’s where we see why everything about our live’s now 
matters and that we find our purpose in light of the resurrection of Jesus and our own future 
resurrection. 


58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

The most treacherous journey in this whole world is the 18 inches between our head and heart.


Big messes can happen when we let the circumstances of life or our feelings dictate what we 
believe is true. Because we live out we believe. 


Follower of Jesus or not. This is true. Every single person will seek to persevere and endure 
hardship if they believe it will bring them to the place they want be or hope to be. 




The person who gambles is acting on the belief that the money they can win will ultimately 
satisfy therefore it is worth the risk of losing their home, relationships, or retirement savings, 
etc.. So, they act on what they believe. 


We all live out what we believe.


In Christ, because of his resurrection and our future resurrection we are given the grace and 
strength to be steadfast now because we know what waits for us ahead. Remember, we’ve 
seen the view.  So our knowledge about the future informs what we’re to do and what our 
purpose is here and now. 


So what is our purpose? What are we to be steadfast and immovable in? The work of the Lord. 


What is the work of the Lord? 


Let’s listen to Jesus’ own words after he was resurrected and appeared to the disciples in Luke 
24:36–47


[36] As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to 
them, “Peace to you!” [37] But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 
[38] And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? [39] 
See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have 
flesh and bones as you see that I have.” [40] And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. [41] And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” [42] They gave him a piece of broiled fish, [43] and he 
took it and ate before them.


[44] Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must 
be fulfilled.” [45] Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, [46] and said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 
[47] and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 


This is what the work of the Lord is. This is the purpose that the resurrection gives you me. To  
proclaim that in Jesus there is forgiveness of sins for all nations.


So for you and me today. We have this glorious work to do. To proclaim to all nations that 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins is found in Jesus Christ. The word Paul uses is ergon. It’s 
defined as “as regular activity, work, occupation, task…” 


It’s not a specific term for work it’s general. So, whatever you do now  - whether that’s working 
for the for the Department of Defense or staying at home caring for your children. 

Jesus has called each us to be steadfast in proclaiming the good news of his life, death, and 
resurrection. 


Glorious works can start to  thrive because we are set free from fear because we know what is 
ahead. 




Where you work is not what’s primarily significant. It’s what you do where you’re at.  

How will you live out what you believe in light your future resurrection? 


What will doing the work of the Lord look like for you? 


What will being steadfast and immovable look like for you? 


Where are you fearful and prone to look down at your circumstances rather than the promise of 
God for your future? 


It will look very different depending on our specific contexts. Each context will be filled with 
challenges and hardships. God knows this and reminds us of this in Paul’s call to be steadfast 
and immovable.


God knows that life is going to be hard for you and me. He knows that there is an enemy 
fighting against us. He knows that the brokenness of the world will inevitably cause hardship. 
He knows we will all be tempted to turn away from this work he has called each and every one 
of us to. 


Listen I want to encourage you in what glorious works are already happening in our midst. 


1. We have seen people go from the death to life. We have people in this very church who 
have put their faith and trust in Jesus. Come on! Eternities have changed, church. That’s 
glorious work. That’s work that YOU ARE DOING!!! 


2. Families in our community are being fed not just food but hope. We have relationships just 
beginning with families who are really struggling. Are really down and out and have no 
where to turn to. And we are starting to step in to provide groceries and even more than 
that friendship. We have already heard stories of encounters that are happening where - in 
tears - single moms are realizing there people who care for them and want to help them. 
THAT IS GLORIOUS WORK THAT YOU ARE DOING! 


3. I have heard stories of relationships that have been formed in our church during COVID 
where just by meeting on Zoom once a week for an hour - encouragement and care - is 
being received and given! THAT IS GLORIOUS WORK GROWING THAT YOU ARE DOING!!! 


4. PEople are bearing with one another in love in a very devisive age we are living. We have 
seen people stick together even when things are still hard and are showing empathy to one 
another, seeking to understand one another, and stay committed to one another EVEN 
when still disagree! THAT IS GLORIOUS WORK!! 


These are exactly the kinds of things that Satan would love FEAR TO SNUFF OUT. 


But NO! We keep reminding ourselves of what is ahead so FEAR WITHERS and GLORIOUS 
WORKS KEEP GROWING!!!! 


Prayer. 




Communion 


Because Jesus Is Real 


Our sins have been paid for and forgiven by the shed blood of Jesus. 

Because Jesus Is Real 


The lies and accusations we are assaulted with by Satan come here to die. 


Because Jesus Is Real 


We are empowered to love one another with the sacrificial love that JEsus himself has shown 
us. 


Because Jesus Is Real 


We are able to for the worst about us to be known and cared for to help us change. 


Because Jesus Is Real 


We know in the end everything will be OK and that means our fears can wither so glorious 
works can grow for the sake of Christ and the good of those around us. 


Remember what Christ has done through his life, death, and resurrection so that you are 
inspired to live without fear and do the glorious works God has set before us. 


Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 
9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10 
Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation 
that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with 
him, we will also live with him; 


