
Luke 11:1-13 | Why Do We Pray?  

I. Intro / Setup  
(A) We exist as a church to love God and to love others. These are the two greatest 

commandments. 


(B) We are a people who have been called by God to share the good news of Jesus 
with those who don’t know Jesus. And because we live in this area — we have 
a huge opportunity to see this good news shared with lots of people in this 
community. 


(C) So, we are church on that mission because that’s what God has called us to do. 


(D) Great. Now how do we do that? Share our faith, share our stories of how God 
has rescued us from sin, give to the poor and needy among us, show love and 
kindness to one another, etc, etc. 


(E) All good things. All right things we are and should keep doing. 


(F) Last week we saw that in order to be able to live for God and do the things He 
has called us to do we need to have a rhythm to our lives — work and REST. 
Which means we need to be able to filled up with God by being in His 
presence? Our problem most of the time in NOVA is we try to go 300 miles in a 
car on empty. We don’t put enough gas in the tank and run on empty a lot as 
Christians. God has a lot for us to do so how do we play the long game here? 


(G) I am glad you asked! Today as we go God’s Word. I want to ask each of us a 
question. How would you characterize your relationship with God? Here’s the 
scale for you use: 


1) Cold (do you feel distant from Him)? 


2) Lukewarm (do you feel not far off but not close Him)? 


3) Hot (do you feel very close to Him)? 


(H) If you aren’t a follower of Jesus or you are just checking out what this Jesus 
thing is all about - I encourage you to consider — how are you doing? What are 
you looking to in your life for hope? Is that hope cold, lukewarm, or hot? I invite 
you to consider Jesus as an alternative for whatever you’ve put your hope in 
today.


(I) Take a few moments to consider this question. Be honest with yourself. Not to 
beat yourself up — but to really consider how you would describe your 
relationship with Jesus. 
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(J) I ask you to consider where you are with the Lord because where you find 
yourself today in relation to God is important to the text and topic we will study 
today — prayer. 


(K) And so today we come to chapter 11 of Luke’s account of Jesus’ life and 
ministry. Luke has shown us that Jesus has been warning against unbelief, and 
then revealing himself to be the “Christ”(chp. 9), and as we have seen the last 
several weeks, Jesus has “set his face” towards Jerusalem 


(L) And as he does he calls his disciples to follow him and sends 70 out to proclaim 
the kingdom of God is near, 


(M) And he then turns to teach us what true spiritual life is — what it means to love 
God and love others. We see that to do what  has called us to do we are to rest 
in the presence and love of God in order to be able to love and serve those 
around us. 


(N) And so we pick up on this thread from Luke 10 and pull it a bit more this week in 
the beginning of chapter 11. Here’s what is going to be shown to us today — 
why do we pray? 


II. Read Text  
(A) Luke 11:1–13


[1] Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples,” [2] 
And he said to them, “when you pray, say:


	 “Father, hallowed be your name.


	 Your kingdom come.


	 [3] Give us each day our daily bread,


	 [4] and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is 
indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.”	 


[5] And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 


[6] for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before 
him’; 


[7] and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and 
my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 
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[8] I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he 
needs. 


[9] And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. 


[10] For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the 
one who knocks it will be opened. 


[11] What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give 
him a serpent; 


[12] or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 


[13] If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 


III. Why Is Jesus Asked To Teach How To Pray? 
We don’t know when or where this account in Luke takes place however this 
question about prayer the disciple asks Jesus about wouldn’t be because they 
hadn’t seen Jesus pray before now. 

Instead, I believe Luke wants us to consider that it’s precisely because the 
disciples have seen Jesus pray so often that something is stirred in them to ask 
Jesus “Teach us to pray…” 

There are a lot of ways to approach this text. Because we can’t exhaust this text 
but we see Jesus replies to this question not by just showing how to pray but 
WHY we pray. 


(i) Challenges For Us  
So, for you and me today, I think there are some challenges for us regarding 
prayer. Maybe you have struggled in one of these ways: 


1) Selfishness. I pray only for what I want. 

2) Boring. Prayer is an obligation. 

3) Ashamed. Prayer is only for when I haven’t sinned recently. 


But Luke is going to show us that Jesus’ teaching on prayer is going to help us 
counter any struggle we might face in regard to prayer. 


What we will see in this teaching is that prayer is primarily an exercise of 
KNOWING WHO GOD IS.
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We’ll see Jesus’ teaching here show 5 things about who God is: 

God is our Father (v.2)

God is our Provider (v.3) 

God is our Forgiver (v.4) 

God is Good (v.13) 

God gives Himself (v.13) 


1) God is our Father 

Let’s look at the text together. 

“Father hallowed be your name” 

Jesus this phrase over 70 times. Jesus tells us that we aren’t merely saying 
words into thin air but to Almighty God, Creator, YHWH…Father. 

We have access to the holy God in whom we see in Isaiah 6 the prophet tremble 
before. The Jews in Jesus’ time would have understood that God is so 
awesome, so holy, so other than — that they would not dare draw close — one 
might die if they would approach the temple without the proper distance or 
touch a sacred object within. The Old Testament in Exodus chapter 24 speaks of 
God as being like a consuming fire! 

God wasn’t unapproachable in the OT but there was a need for mediating 
between God and his people by priests and the temple system through 
sacrificial atonement for sins. There is a huge section in the OT devoted to 
Solomon’s Temple and its importance. It’s primary importance revolves around 
this main theme — sin has separated us from God. Sin keeps apart from God 
and rightfully guilty of the separation and punishment for our sin. 

But Jesus. 

Jesus teaches us that we are in relationship with God himself. The term “Father” 
implies and intimacy and love in a personal way. How is this possible? 

Jesus’ sacrificial death for sin. Not only is this the ultimate sacrifice (see OT for 
temple and sacrificial rituals) but is the most stunning expression of God’s love. 

Have you put your faith and your trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins? 

Do you understand that your sin has separated you from a God who thankfully 
hates sin but loves you enough to sacrifice His son for you to have right 
relationship with him? 
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This is the gospel. God rescuing us from our sin — and bringing us into 
relationship with Him. We become his children — children in whom he is 
delighted in, patient with, merciful towards, disciplines because he loves us, and 
gives us everything He is and has. That’s extraordinary news. 

This idea that God is our Father is foundational to the Christian faith. J.I. Packer 
writes:  

"If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out 
how much he makes of the thought of being God's child, and having God 
as his Father. If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his 
worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means that he does 
not understand Christianity very well at all. For everything that Christ 
taught, everything that makes the New Testament new, and better than the 
Old, everything that is distinctively Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, 
is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God. "Father" is the 
Christian name for God."  

Jesus teaches us that we don’t just have mere access to preoccupied and very 
busy God -  but a loving, powerful, tender-hearted Father who listens to us. 

Prayer teaches us that God is our Father. 


POINT #1  

Prayer is less about what you get and more about who you are with.  

2) Prayer teaches God is our Provider  
 “Give us each our daily bread” 

We pray because we have a Father who provides for us. Do you feel selfish in 
you prayers? Don’t! The Proverbs 30:8 says, “Give me neither poverty nor 
riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion”. 

We need things. God gives good gifts to us. Jesus says, pray for what you need 
but also for what God your Father wants (which we see in “praying Your 
kingdom come”! 

Jesus gives us a model that shows we certainly pray for our needs and wants 
but it is counter-balanced with the desire of our God - that His kingdom would 
come. 
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Jesus is teaching us to trust in God daily. 


Do you trust God?  

Could part of our temptation to not trust Him be we don’t spend time 
praying to Him?  

We should ask for provision. We most certainly should thank him for the blessing 
we enjoy of much physical provision that the majority of us enjoy. 

But don’t get fooled. Though we have much by way of physical food and 
material blessing - Jesus’ teaching on why we pray is to show that our deepest, 
greatest need is to trust and know that God is our Provider. 


3) God is our Forgiver 
“And forgive us our sins”

Prayer to God reminds us He forgives us. And the following clause to this verse 
“ for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us” in turn demonstrates 
that we have indeed been forgiven by God. 

This teaching on prayer here is clear — we do not forgive to earn God’s 
forgiveness no — we forgive others because we ourselves have been shown 
underserved mercy and grace! 

Our forgiveness of others stands as a model of humility before God - brothers 
and sisters — because we have received His full forgiveness of our sins. 

1 John 1:9 tells us that “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”


Friend - have you battled with prayer being boring or an obligation?  

Have you struggled shame when it comes to your prayer life or do 
you have guilt to praying to God in the midst of some besetting sins?  

If you feel prayer is boring or an obligation…listen again to Jesus’ words on 
prayer - God is your forgiver. What room is there for you feel mere obligation to a 
God who has forgiven the very worst about you? 
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God doesn’t need your prayer — precisely the opposite — he knows how 
much you and I need it!  
When prayer becomes boring or an obligation let our hearts that have gone cold 
towards God begin to thaw in the warmth of His forgiveness and love towards 
us! 


Friend - do you feel too ashamed, too guilty because of past or 
presents sins to have a consistent prayer life with God? 

Listen to Jesus today in His Word…Jesus is telling us to pray for forgiveness 
because God wants to forgive! 

Do not turn away from him, no, instead come towards him and confess — he is 
FAITHFUL and FORGIVING. 

Jesus teaches us that we are routinely coming to God for forgiveness of our 
sins. Your sins qualify you for prayer. Some of us need to hear that. Prayer isn’t 
for the cleaned up and pretty — it’s for broken and dirty. 


Therefore, don’t let your shame speak louder than your God who constantly 
forgives your sin and shame it causes!  
Prayer teaches us that God is our Father, Provider, and Forgiver. 


4 + 5) Good is Good and God Gives Himself 
Immediately after sharing these three things to know about God in prayer, Jesus 
moves into a parable. We will see the last two things prayer teaches about God 
in this parable


And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight 
and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 


[6] for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before 
him’; 


[7] and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and 
my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 


This parable sets up what first century Palestine was like. Food is not as easy as it is to 
come by today. Bread got made to meet that day’s requirement for people. 
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Another important thing to know about that culture was the high value they placed on 
hospitality towards visitors. 


So this is the problem that is being laid out in the parable. The host has visitor and the 
problem is he needs bread and doesn’t have enough. And not having something for 
this visitor went against the tradition of hospitality. So he goes to his neighbor for help. 


So what happens sometimes is that we can try and read ourselves and God into 
parables. 


This is really funny, I think. Who when they read this thinks immediately about who you 
are and who God is? 


Like who is God? The really irritated neighbor, right?! 


 But look what happens if we do that here: 


[8] I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he 
needs.  

Is God the neighbor who has retired for the night, asleep on the floor with his entire 
family asleep and the door apparently very closed ( it had a wooden or iron bar placed 
through rings on the door frame to keep it protected and shut)?


Anyone have a baby just put down to sleep that only took 2 1/2 hrs only to be 
awakened by a phone call or door bell ring soon after? 


How happy are you?! I assure you that is not a safe place to be anymore…


Is this parable showing us the neighbor to be God? No. This is the beauty of this 
parable. God isn’t an annoyed, irritated, exasperated, neighbor getting up to help. 


We must read ourselves in this parable (as the disciples would be) as the one going to 
ask the neighbor for bread. The neighbor is, in a moment, going to be contrasted to 
what God is like. 


But before we see the contrast…


What caused the neighbor to actually get up and give bread? 


Friendship? Nope. 


Impudence. This comes from the greek word “anaideia” [a nay dee ah] which can also 
be translated = shamelessness. 


There is a boldness to this request. The petitioner knows this is not a good time at all 
and yet because he’s stuck between a rock (not having bread) and a hard place 
(waking the neighbor) he is bold and shameless in his request. 


The neighbor doesn’t respond from friendship but from the boldness of the ask. 
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You can relate it to this - When I am asleep and one of my beautiful children comes to 
me early in the morning…with let’s say…a request…they are bold. I am not eager to 
respond but will sometimes do what they ask because I want to hurry up and go back 
to sleep. 


Jesus contrasts this example with who God is.


[9] And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. 


[10] For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the 
one who knocks it will be opened. 


[11] What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give 
him a serpent;


 [12] or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 


[13] If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”


What a stunning contrast! God is not like the perturbed neighbor in the middle of the 
night. He’s not like me at 6am in the morning with my children. 


God is pleased to be asked and pleased to give! 


Jesus teaches us that in prayer we are to know that we have a Father who gives us 
good things! Good things! 


Ask - Seek - Knock. 


PRAYER SHOW US THAT GOD IS GOOD! 

God will respond. If earthly fathers who are evil in comparison to God give good gifts to 
their children — what God gives is even greater! Remember God is drawn to forgive us! 


Ask, seek, knock. 


“For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 
knocks it will be opened” 


God will respond in His goodness! He doesn’t withhold good from His children. He is 
good. 


 But this isn’t to be understood as a genie we wish for and get our wishes. That would 
take this whole teaching out of context.


This is where dangerous theologies like the prosperity gospel come — when things like 
this are taken out of proper context. 
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We come to God in prayer, knowing who He is, Father, God whose kingdom will not be 
thwarted by the gates of hell, who gives us what we need, and forgives us our sins. 
Would we then ask for things outside of His will? No, of course not. So, selfish, sinful 
gain is helped to be cast off as we come to God. 


What are we to pray for that we know a good God will answer? 


1 John 5:14–15


[14] And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will he hears us. [15] And if we know that he hears us in whatever we 
ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. (ESV)


Anything that seeks God’s will and the advancement of his kingdom. Because we know 
who God is Good - we would naturally want the good that He knows is best. 


Psalm 84:11


	 No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly. (ESV)


And here is the most surprising thing I found that Jesus taught. It’s our last point. 


PRAYER TEACHES US THAT GOD GIVES HIMSELF.  

The greatest gift we can get isn’t for anything here…there is nothing here that will 
ultimately last. 


There are really good things to be given here in this life…healing from cancer, a job, a 
relationship, a child, someone to come to faith in Jesus, a new home…


All really good things and even kingdom oriented…


Here’s what really struck me this week. Surprised me, actually. I expected Jesus to 
continue to draw on the good gifts theme: if you then, who are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children — how much more will the heavenly Father give you good 
gifts? 

No - that’s not what Jesus says. 


Look at verse 13: 


[13] If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!” 

But, God being our Father, Provider, Forgiver…gives Himself. The Holy Spirit. 


The God of Heaven and Earth, gives Himself. Let that sink in for a moment. 


Being given the Holy Spirit we have as JC Ryle puts it
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“We have God the Father’s boundless love, God the Son’s atoning blood, and full 
communion with all three Persons of the blessed Trinity. Having this gift, we have grace 
and peace in the world that now is, glory and honor in the world to come. And yet this 
mighty gift is held out by our Lord Jesus Christ as a gift to be obtained by prayer!”


This text is Jesus telling us how vital it is to know God and live out from that knowledge 
in bold prayer. 


God is so good He doesn’t just give some good - He gives all that is good — namely 
HIMSELF through the Holy Spirit. 


We don’t just get counsel — we get THE COUNSELOR. 


I really had to sit with this this week. I didn’t have a great week personally. And I am 
working through some things with the Lord.  


And the Lord showed me how much I don’t go to him in prayer because I have 
forgotten who He is. And as I have continued to wrestle with this I went through all 
three of the challenges I mentioned earlier- 


I have been selfish. 


I have felt obligated. 


I have felt ashamed. 


And then Jesus took a chainsaw to each of these walls I had built up. He sliced right 
through them and landed verse 13 square in my lap - You get me. And that’s precisely 
what you, Evan, need. Me. And I am pleased to give myself to you…


I love you even when you’re selfish,  

I love you even when you come to me out of obligation,  

And I love you even when you’re ashamed of what you have done.  

I will not turn away from you . I am coming after you… 

God is coming after you and me in prayer. That’s what Jesus taught his disciples about 
prayer. Know who your God is. 


Father. 


Provider.


Forgiver.


Good. 


With you. 


IV. Closing Encouragements 
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So I want to close with four encouragements for you today about Why Do We Pray?


We pray because prayer is…


1) Not about what you get but who you are with.


2) Indicative of a life fully dependent on a God who really knows and loves you


3) Longing for God’s will to be done on earth 


4) Boldy, shamelessly, and consistently going to God all the time. 


Encouragement to those who feel: 


COLD 


If you feel cold towards God - What does this text say to your feeling distant from God 
or that He’s distant towards you? 


I want to encourage you to read, pray, and meditate on Psalm 22: 1-5


	 [1] My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?


	 	 Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?


	 [2] O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer,


	 	 and by night, but I find no rest.


	 [3] Yet you are holy,


	 	 enthroned on the praises of Israel.


	 [4] In you our fathers trusted;


	 	 they trusted, and you delivered them.


	 [5] To you they cried and were rescued;


	 	 in you they trusted and were not put to shame. (ESV)


When we feel far from God or that He is far from us — rely on his character not your 
feelings. Taking time to pray and remind ourselves of God’s faithfulness can and will 
warm our hearts into the truth that He is not far off at all. He’s right here. 


LUKEWARM 


If you feel lukewarm — that’s ok. The fact that Jesus says God will give us the Holy 
Spirit is really good news for you. Even when you don’t know what to think or pray 
there is encouragement from God for you! 
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I encourage you to read, pray, and meditate on this truth from God in Romans 8:26-27. 


26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with


HOT 


If you feel your relationship with God is close — praise the Lord. What a good gift to 
you and others. I encourage you to remember all good gifts are from the Lord. This 
season in your faith is a blessing. 


Here is my encouragement for you from Ephesians 6:18. 


18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep 
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,


Pray for those who are cold and lukewarm. Pray for their perseverance and yours as 
well. 


MISSION - 


I mentioned at the very beginning our call as a church is to Love God, love others. I 
know of no better way to accomplish this mission than to remind ourselves of who God 
is in our prayers. And as we do that…find rest in that…we will be far more desiring of 
what God wants to do in us. 


Communion. 
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