
LUKE, PT. 47 - WHO HAS YOUR HEART? - LUKE 16:14-31 

I. INTRO: What would we do if given only months to live? Have things I need loved ones to know!  
A. Jesus headed to cross. Urgently teaching. Tough texts w/ challenge. HOLY WEEK - Apr 10-17. 
B. Teachings about Kingdom. Pharisees are rejecting it. Have KNOWLEDGE but missing GOD! 
C. Last Week: Parable of the Shrewd Manager. Leverage the world for the Kingdom! 
D. Today’s challenge: But are we leveraging our faith/religion for the things we want in this world.  

1. Question for today: Who has our hearts? What do our hearts really want? Do we desire to 
honor God in this life as we look forward to the Kingdom or do we desire the wealth/
pleasures of this world more. Who has our heart? God or the world? 

II. [iPad] Luke 16:14-18 - Note about CSB version. 
A. v.14-15 - Relationship between love for money and religious exterior. God sees the heart.  
B. v. 16-17 - Continuity between the OT and NT. OT point to a Messiah who will bring Kingdom.  

1. The Pharisee was by worldly standards an expert not he Law and Prophets! 
2. However, they are rejecting the Kingdom as proclaimed by John and Jesus! 
3. Conclusion: The Pharisee is rejecting the Kingdom b/c God does not have their hearts. 

a) They have knowledge of the Word. It’s designed to point you to the Kingdom. But they 
are missing it because they know the word in their head but don’t love it in their heart.  

C. v.18 - This is an example. Out of left field. Don’t read in isolation (no v./ch./headings then!) 
1. Also see Matt.19:8-9 - Loopholes in law/leverage God to fulfill worldly desires. 
2. Not designed to be a robust/full teaching on marriage and divorce. [End iPad] 

D. And so, to help us better understand this, Jesus is going to tell another parable… 
III. Luke 16:19-31 - Let’s breakdown our characters of the parable… 

A. RICH MAN: Loved his wealth (v.19) and a Jew. Calls Abraham Father (v.24), brothers have the 
Law/Prophets (v.29), and it fits with the narrative of the text - Jesus warning the Pharisees.  

B. LAZARUS: A poor man with no shelter and no food. He longed just for the scraps.  
1. Makes sense to beg at Rich Man’s gates if he were Jewish - God’s heart for poor - Lev. 19. 

C. They both die. Lazarus is in the Kingdom. The Rich Man is in hell.  
1. HELL: Not a full doctrinal teaching but it certainly gives us Jesus’ description of hell. We 

know it is a place of agony and we know it is a place of finality. 
a) John the Baptist came calling for repentance b/c the Kingdom of God is at hand…but 

if we don’t repent…we’ll miss the Kingdom and this is Jesus’ warning to the Pharisees! 
b) Your pedigree will not get you in the Kingdom and your wealth is temporary.  

D. Once the Rich Man realizes the finality of his condition, He begs Abraham to warn His family.  
1. And Abraham says: I HAVE! They have the Law/Prophets. They point to the Kingdom! 
2. The problem is not information! The problem is their heart. God doesn’t have their heart! 
3. They love the world more than they love God…and they don’t want to hear it.  

E. This is how powerful the affections of our heart are…more powerful than our knowledge.  
IV. APPLICATION - Family, the text causes us to ask: who has your heart? God or the World? 

A. Tricky: Hearts are deceitful. Just like the Pharisee/Rich Man, easy to coast and think we’re fine.  
B. THREE INDICATIONS: (FROM TEXT) - Things to be curious and pay attention to.  

1. YOUR END GOAL IS THE KINGDOM.  
2. YOUR HEART MIRRORS GOD’S HEART FOR THE POOR AND MARGINALIZED. 
3. REPENTANCE IS NOT A THREAT. Gospel. 

V. CONCLUSION: Who has your heart, Grace Hill? 


