
LUKE, PT. 49 - LONGING FOR THE KINGDOM - LUKE 17:20-37 
I. INTRO: It’s been a heavy season. Ukraine. Families @ GH losing loved ones. What do we say? 

A. I’ll pray for you. But what do we mean by that? Peace/Comfort…ultimately…God would you 
do something about the brokenness, suffering, and death of this world! End this! 
1. We don’t have words to say because our prayer is so big and cosmic in scale. 

B. Luke Historical Context. God’s promise to Israel of a Messiah (King) and a Kingdom.  
1. Get in shoes of Pharisees (Ukraine). Israel invaded by Babylonians and now Rome! 

a) So, when they prayed big, cosmic prayers…God bring your Kingdom, free us! 
2. And so, John & Jesus come on the scene & declare that the Kingdom of God is here! 

a) Now, if you’re a Jew or Pharisee, what image do you have of the Messiah?!? 
b) This might explain some of the friction between Jesus and Pharisees. Jesus was 

bringing something much bigger than just the liberation of Israel. So they ask him… 
II. Luke 17:20-21. A Kingdom that’s visible looks like a militaristic campaign and a political rule.  

A. In the midst of you: it’s me and it’s the people who follow/believe in me. This is the small, 
mustard seed sized, beginning of the Kingdom of God. Here is what Jesus means by that… 
1. Jesus didn’t come to just take back Israel from Rome. Jesus came to rule the whole world. 
2. But Jesus isn’t interested in a political or worldly type rule over us…that he takes by force.  
3. Jesus is after your heart. The worship/affections/allegiance of your heart. 

B. At creation, we rebelled by giving the worship/affections/allegiance of our hearts to the world.  
1. The Kingdom of God is not a place where Jesus is simply King. It’s a place where every 

heart gladly recognizes Jesus as King and joyfully surrenders their all to him. 
2. That’s what Jesus is building. So, in our text, Jesus is going to give us his plan… 

III. Luke 17:22-30. The plan divided into three phases…[BEGIN iPAD] 
A. Phase #1 - The 1st Coming of Jesus - Text primarily deals with second coming… 

1. v.25 - What’s His primary purpose? To suffer/be rejected. Opposite of what Jews thought! 
a) But remember, Jesus isn’t after rule by force…but rather the rule of your heart. And to 

win your heart, he must suffer and be rejected & no one around Jesus understood why. 
b) Here Jesus inaugurates his Kingdom…it starts small…but to grow it he must suffer… 

B. Phase #2 - The Age of the Church - Not specifically mentioned but alluded to in the text.  
1. v.22-23 - Obviously a time after the Messiah suffered and we are waiting for him to return.  

a) Jesus is clear in that time many will try and guess when that is but don’t listen! Rather… 
2. v.26-27 & v.28 - The return of Jesus is going to come upon the world like the flood/fire. 

a) Period b/w the 1st and 2nd coming of Jesus…today!…and this will be a period of 
growth of the Kingdom that Jesus began at his first coming…more on that later… 

C. Phase #3 - The 2nd Coming of Jesus - Going to happen like how the Pharisees imagined. 
1. v.24 - Going to be instantaneous/global/unpredictable/unmistakable. v.29-30. 
2. It is on that day that the Kingdom will be here in its fullness. All whom given their hearts to 

Jesus will be included and all whom rejected it will be judged. LOGO Quick Recap.  
IV. And Jesus is aware that He’s headed to the cross and the world is about to enter Phase #2… 

A. Luke 17:31-33 - Jesus is asking: On that day, who or what will have the worship/affections/
allegiance of your heart? Will it be your stuff, your house, your career, your accomplishments? 
1. Revert back to Luke - just because we’re religious doesn’t mean that God has our hearts. 

B. Luke 17:34-37 - There’ll be a day when time runs out. Everyone will be judged according to 
what is in their heart. B/C the Kingdom is here in it’s fullness. [END iPAD] 



V. Church, I’d be a bad pastor if I didn’t pass this warning on to all of us…Jesus is coming back. 
A. And depending on where your heart is this morning, that is either a frightful thought or that is 

the very answer to the prayers that we don’t know how to pray…. 
1. B/C when Jesus returns, those who are still in their sins will be taken away to judgement. 
2. But for those of us who have been rescued by the blood of Jesus…we will be included in a 

Kingdom where every one of our prayers are answered…no more sin, no more suffering, 
no more evil, no more war, no more crying, pain, trauma, regret, and shame.  

3. As Christians, when we don’t know what to pray, that is our Spirit longing for the day that 
Christ returns and brings His kingdom in its fullness.  

B. But if Jesus returned right now, does he have your heart? B/C the reason why he had to suffer 
and be rejected in his 1st coming is so that he could win over the worship of your heart..  
1. Could look at this text this morning and be bothered by the warning of judgment. 
2. And we could miss two things about God 

a) (1) Holiness, he’s our creator. Who is the creation to talk back to the creator? 
b) (2) His patient grace and invitation to all to come and partake of His Kingdom.  

3. The reason why Jesus came to suffer first was to do it in our place. The judge came and 
took the place of the one deserving of judgement. The holy God came to be rejected in 
the place of those who have rejected Him. Jesus went to the cross to face the death that 
we deserve. And if we trust in Jesus and give Him our heart, He will forgive us, He will be 
patient with us, He will begin the work of transforming/healing us, and the day He returns 
will be a glorious day.  

VI. COMMUNION - Three ways to respond this morning. 
A. Luke 20:14-20 - This table marks where we are in God’s Kingdom.  
B. Those who don’t believe in Jesus. Is this a table you want to have a seat at.  

1. Give Jesus your heart. Don’t worry about communion this morning, examine yourself.  
C. Those who are suffering and overwhelmed. 

1. Pray for the Kingdom to come. Remember the promise that Jesus will feast with us in the 
Kingdom.  

D. Those who are joyfully following Jesus today.  
1. I want to encourage and challenge you today that as we wait for the return of Christ, we’ve 

been given mission.  
2. Our savior who suffered and was rejected on our behalf has now called us to go into the 

world, to suffer and be rejected, in order to see God’s Kingdom grow, to proclaim the 
Gospel. 

3. Examine yourself. Does Jesus have your heart this morning or does the world.  
4. Let the Table remind you what Christ has done for you to give you a seat at this table. 


