
A DELIGHT TO BE AROUND, PT. 4 - A CHRISTLIKE CHURCH - ROMANS 12 
I. Pt. 4 of Series “Delight” - How does God want us to rep. Him? Not just in word but att/rel? 

A. Studying Rom 12 for answer - conclusion - A Delight To Be Around. When the Gospel (Rom 
1-11) comes to bear on ours lives - it changes us/bears fruit in our lives - A DELIGHT - Exam. 

B. But do you know what Bible says will be the most POTENT way we represent the Kingdom? 
1. John 13:34-35 & 17:21. Best way rep the King is thru the way we love/treat one another! 
2. First week of series: Dallas Willard - Church found ways to be Christian and not Christlike.  

a) Right doctrine without Christlike Character won’t reach the world.  
b) The reason is not just b/c we’re an example. Reason is we, ambassadors, need a place 

to heal and recharge. A place where the divisions/tactics of the world aren’t welcome. 
C. Today: What is a Christlike church? Is it a delight to be around each other? 

1. Romans 12: 4 Characteristics of a Christlike Church. 4 Things that will heal/recharge. 
II. #1: Generous - Rom 12:3-8, 13. Body designed as group of generously minded ppl w/ diff gifts. 

A. Skillsets. (Amanda & Nate) Finances. Exp. from work (Kate, Megan, Aria). Spir. Disc (Ladies) 
B. Generously minded person: Excited to have so they can use for mission & bless others. 
C. Hardest thing to be generous with in our culture (more than money or skills)…time.  

1. Review God’s method of growing the Kingdom. Not most efficient (from our perspective). 
2. God is most worshiped when we offer him our time…our first and our best not the scraps. 
3. Ex. Evan - Very generous with his time. And it builds up/strengthens the church. 

D. Generosity of God - Rom 8:32. Honestly say. Generosity - NOT FROM BUT FOR YOU! 
III. #2: Encouraging - Rom 12:10. Honor = esteem/confer value. 2 Cor 1:3-4.  

A. Story of Encouragement in DR/Staff Retreat. Shot of adrenaline/courage/joy to follow Jesus. 
1. Live in culture that thinks giving encouragement is awkward and receiving is arrogant.  
2. So, we’re walking around in an encouragement deficit! And it’s spiritually killing us! 
3. Romans 12: OUT DO ONE ANOTHER. COMPETE. Realize the power that you have with 

your tongue to speak life into someone through encouragement.  
IV. #3: Lowly - Rom. 12:15-16. Matt 11:28-30. Quote form Gentle and Lowly.  

A. A church that is lowly is a church where every single person is welcome, no matter what.  
1. It doesn’t matter your past/politics/race or ethnicity/wounds/appearance/money… 
2. To be lowly means we’re available & seek to understand, know you, bind wounds FIRST. 

B. My heart: I want to build lowly church B4 we build an impressive one. (Wasn’t always the case) 
1. If we’re focused on scaling, meticulous production, flawless programing, perfect efficiency 
2. Then we’ll miss those who are burdened and heavy laden. And I’d rather be a smaller 

church that is lowly than a large church where being lowly could impact the bottom line.  
V. #4: Elastic - Rom 12:16-18. What do I mean by elastic? (Band) A church and individual 

relationships in the church that can stretch and bend under tension but doesn’t break. 
A. Could you imagine a relationship with Jesus that was not elastic? Rom 7:18-25a 

1. Could you imagine a relationship with Jesus where he’s not generous/encouraging/lowly? 
2. How you would describe the other religions of the world! Yet this is how church operates! 

B. Bonhoeffer - 3 Stages of Christian Maturity - (1) Judgmental - (2) Shame - (3) Redemptive. 
1. 3rd stage = no longer wise in own eyes and elasticity in relationships. Marriage. 

VI. Conclusion - What relationships in your life are described by these four characteristics? 
A. Tough question for many of us. The church might be the last place for you. What Jesus wants.  
B. This is a relationship that is a safe haven and secure base. Allows you to take risks and rest. 

1. John 13:35 - World will know b/c we have secure/safe. PROVE to world and one another. 



JOHN 13:34-35 (NLT) 
34 So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you 
should love each other. 35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my 
disciples.”  

JOHN 17:21 (NLT) 
21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in 
you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.  

2 COR 1:3-4 (NLT) 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in 
any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

MATT 11:28-30 (ESV) 
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

ROMANS 7:18-25a (NLT) 
18 And I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. I want to do what is right, 
but I can’t. 19 I want to do what is good, but I don’t. I don’t want to do what is wrong, but I do it 
anyway. 20 But if I do what I don’t want to do, I am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin living in 
me that does it.  
21 I have discovered this principle of life—that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is 
wrong. 22 I love God’s law with all my heart. 23 But there is another power within me that is at war 
with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. 24 Oh, what a miserable 
person I am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death? 25 Thank God! The 
answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. 


