
Power in Weakness |  2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
 

I. Intro  
a. My story (past two weeks)  
b. Weakness  

i. My questions about and difficulty w/weakness 
1. What God has been doing 
2. Renovations 

ii. Culture – Pool we swim in, love strength  
1. Resumes (accomplishment + STRENGTH)  
2. Social media (post what’s good, never what’s bad, etc.)  

II. Text / Context  
a. 2 Cor 12 
b. Letter written to Corinth 
c. Emotional (reconciliation / generosity / defense of ministry)  

i. Paul is dealing w/ their pushback on him personally and as a leader 
(qualifications, etc.)  

ii. 7:25 – Corinth felt betrayed by Paul  
iii. [2] Make room in your hearts for us. We have wronged no one, we have 

corrupted no one, we have taken advantage of no one. 
iv. Chp 10-13 – Paul deals w/ super apostles  

1. Occults of the time catered to worshippers  
2. Primary objective was personal fulfillment  
3. Rarely called for personal sacrifice / salvation was often equated to 

personal health, wealth, and happiness. (Not dissimilar to today!)  
III. Text / 2 Cor 11:30-12:10 

 
[30] If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. [31] The God and 
Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. [32] At 
Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in order to 
seize me, [33] but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall and escaped his 
hands. 
[1] I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions 
and revelations of the Lord.  
[2] I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows.  
[3] And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of 
the body I do not know, God knows— 
[4] and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter.  
[5] On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my 
weaknesses—[6] though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be 
speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees 
in me or hears from me.  
[7] So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the 
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep 
me from becoming conceited.  
[8] Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.  



[9] But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me.  
[10] For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

IV. 3 questions I want to ask of our text today in light of weakness:  

• What is weakness according to Paul?  

• How should followers of Jesus view weakness? 

• How should followers of Jesus live in light of their weaknesses? 
 

V. What is weakness according to Paul?  

 
A. Often, we can think of weaknesses as proclivities towards sin like lust, greed, pride, etc. And 

in one sense this would be true sins certainly are “weaknesses” but is that what Paul means 
here? 

B. The word for weakness that Paul uses in verse 5 and 9 is translated, “Astheneiais” (A Sin Née 
Ya) Which means weakness, frailty, illness, suffering, or calamity. 

C. It is also a name of a neuromuscular disease called Myasthenia gravis – which is 
characterized by weakness of the voluntary muscles of the body.  

D. So, Paul does not have in view here things where we mess up or sin. He’s not saying God’s 
power is made perfect in lusting or being prideful and arrogant – he’s saying that God’s 
power is made perfect in the places where we are physically, mentally, and spiritually weak. 
In the places where we are frail, sick, and suffering. This is what Paul has in view here.  

E. In fact, he fills in more what he means in verse 10. Look there:  
I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities 

 

• Insults – These hurt. These are often premeditated and are precisely meant to mock 
and degrade.  

• Hardships – Any situation where aren’t in control or something has happened that 
has drastically impacted you in a negative way.  

• Persecution – treated unjustly because of your faith in Jesus. Seeking to live morally 
committed to Jesus’ ways and being mistreated, injured, or killed for your faith.  

• Calamities – the word in the Greek means to be in great difficulty, there is a 
narrowing of space envisioned – being constrained.  

 
F. Weakness isn’t something we can get rid of. That’s Paul’s point here. In fact, we see Paul 

praying for God to remove the “thorn” from him three times.   
G. A weakness is something that if we could remove it, avoid it, or change it somehow we 

would. But we can’t. That’s weakness described here.  
 

VI. How should followers of Jesus view weakness? 
 

A. So, if weakness is something we can’t get rid of, how should we as followers of Jesus 
view weakness in ourselves and in others?  

a. First, we shouldn’t be surprised by weakness  (in ourselves and in those 
around us) 



b. Where would Paul get this from? Jesus says in John 16:33,  
In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. 
c. Secondly, we should welcome weakness (in ourselves and in those around us. 

We see this literally all over the NT.)  
 

 “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” / Gal 6:2 
 
But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may 
be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness / Hebrews 3:13 
 
bearing with one another in love / Ephesians 4:2 
 
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you / Ephesians 4:32 
 
Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you / Colossians 3:13 

 
d. So, how do we view weakness? Don’t be surprised by it and welcome it.  

 
VII. How should followers of Jesus live in light of their weaknesses?  

 
A. This is a battle for worldview. Turn to Romans 8:5.  

 
Romans 8:5-8 
 
[5] For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  
[6] For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  
[7] For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; 
indeed, it cannot.  
[8] Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 
B. There is way seeing the world that shapes how we live and what we believe. Which 

one we choose will create a vastly different view on weakness and Jesus.  
 

C.  If our mind is set on the flesh / man.  
 

a. The flesh says this – and this is the view of Secular humanism – I believe that 
I am  capable of morality and self-fulfillment without belief in God. And so, 
Satan, the ruler of this world, blinds those still in their sin to believe that 
they are strong. That’s the mind of the flesh.  

D. The mind set on the Spirit is sees the world like this:  
a. “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. [10] For the sake of Christ, then, I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong. 



b. Strange language to the world  – to mind set on the flesh.  
c. We want hardships minimized, removed, gone! We don’t want to live in 

hardship, insults, persecutions…we don’t want to dwell with weaknesses. 
E. Paul responds to minds that are set on the flesh:  

a. [23] but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, [24] but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. [25] For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

b. How can we be strong? The mind set on the spirit knows that God views the 
world differently.  

i. The last will be first.  
ii. To die is gain.  

iii. Power in weakness… 
iv. So how do we live? 

 
1. We don’t act strong. We aren’t.  

a. Grace Hill, we  don’t need to act strong. In fact, following 
Jesus helps you and me reshape our entire worldview – we 
realize we aren’t strong. We are completely dependent. 

b. Paul recognized that it was the cross was the ultimate sign 
of God’s power. That the power of God would reside with 
Jesus in the worst and most humiliating of executions was 
proof of the surpassing power of God. 

 
2. We lean in to our community.  

a. Biggest challenge is we are afraid of our weaknesses being 
exploited. (My story from beginning) 

i. Remember everyone is weak.  
ii. Remember everyone needs help.  

b. Trust can be built  
i. First thing most of us do is throw our hands up 

because we’ve experienced ourselves or seen 
others burned.  

c. Someone needs to go first (Paul did) 
i. By going first we begin to see that there is hope for 

us to be honest. That scriptures like the ones I read 
earlier (Heb 3:13, Gal 6:2) are resounding true.  

ii. We find courage when we see others go first. It 
paves the way for you and me to trust God the way 
Paul does in this letter.   

d. Encouragement is a daily need. 
i. We live with an encouragement deficiency.  

ii. Who do you encourage? Who do you know that has 
weaknesses that you seek to help and lift them up 
in?  

iii. Who is encouraging you?  



1. Who have you stopped pretending with? 
Who have you let in that you have shared 
struggles or issues going on with?  

 
 

VIII. CLOSING W/ MY STORY  
a. How does God use our weakness to manifest His power?  
b. Share progression through 

i. Fear of exploitation 
ii. Trust being built /community  

iii. Encouragement is vital  
c. I want to close with this quote. My hope for you and me is that God’s perfect power 

would be made much in you and me.. That we would find God’s power in our weakness.  
 

Without your wound where would your power be?... 
The very angels themselves cannot persuade the wretched and blundering children on earth as 
can one human being broken on the wheels of living. 
In Love’s service only the wounded soldiers can serve." 

 
–Thornton Wilder 

 
 

• What is your view of weakness? 

• Are you going through a trial, hardship, persecution, illness, etc.?  

• What question have you been asking God?  

• Would you ask him how he wants to show up in your weakness?  

• Would you share with others that they might be able to encourage you not to hide from your 
weakness but to actually boast in it?  

 
I want to experience God’s strength and power – don’t you? Let’s trust God’s view of our weaknesses 
not the world’s. 
 
Let us boast in our weakness because Jesus is strong. His power is found in our weakness  
 
Let’s pray.  
 
 
 
 


